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Civics Secures 
Democracy Act

Civic Education and 
the Urgency of Now
While support for democracy as a concept 
remains high in the United States, an increasing 
number of Americans are open to nondemocratic 
alternatives.1 Polarization has led to distrust 
of democratic institutions and an erosion of 
civic values and norms, which only fuels further 
politicization and polarization.2  A decades-long 
marginalization3 of civic education, demands 
stronger state policy and accompanying federal 
funding to states and districts to ensure that 
civic education—reimagined for American 
democracy—is prioritized in K–12 schools.

Prioritizing Civics 
The arms and space race of the 1950s provided 
a key “Sputnik Moment” for prioritizing and 
funding the fields of science, technology, 
engineering and math (STEM). Today’s 
“Sputnik Moment” demands that same kind 
of investment in civic education. Currently, the 
federal government invests a mere 5 cents per 
K–12 student in civic education compared to 50 
dollars per K–12 student for STEM.

Investing in Civic Education to Preserve America’s Civic Strength

What Is the Civics Secures 
Democracy Act (S. 4384)?
The bipartisan Civics Secures Democracy (CSD) Act would 
authorize $1 billion annually over five years, primarily to 
states and school districts. It also provides competitive grants 
to qualifying institutions of higher education, nonprofits, and 
researchers in their respective roles in advancing high-quality 
civics and history education in elementary and secondary schools. 

Original Senate co-sponsors Sen. Chris Coons (D-DE) and Sen. John 
Cornyn (R–TX) are joined in reintroduction by Sens. Angus King  
(I–ME), Mark Kelly (D–AZ), Jim Inhofe (R–OK), and Bill Cassidy  
(R–LA). The bill has more than two dozen bipartisan 
cosponsors and is endorsed by nearly 200 organizations.4

This historic federal investment in K–12 civic education 
signifies its national prioritization to states, districts, and schools. 



What Does the Bill Do?
s	Protects the health of our constitutional democracy by prioritizing American history and civics in our 

nation’s schools
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s	Creates grants for states and districts to support 
and expand access to U.S. history and civics to 
meet the needs of today’s students and our 
constitutional democracy
s	Reverses chronic underinvestment by providing 

funding to states and school districts to support 
quality history and civic education that informs 
and empowers students to participate in our 
constitutional democracy

s	Encourages more frequent and robust 
administration of the National Assessment of 
Educational Progress (NAEP) in history and civics, 
providing rich data on student outcomes for 
teachers, school districts, and states
s	Supports the Prince Hall Fellowship Program to 

strengthen the nation’s history and civics teaching 
corps and diversify the educator pipeline
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